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Abstract

This research focuses on a comparative study of the Saksham Tripura Project and its significant impact on the field of Inclusive Education,
specifically examined across gender, type of disability, and geographical location.

The research work entitled Inclusive Education at Tripura Present Day Scenario with the help of Saksham Tripura Project. This study is
presented in a concise and logical manner on the basis of information collected during the study. This study will give some insights about the
Present day Scenario of Saksham Tripura Project.

Prior to the implementation of the project, children with special needs (CwSNs) in Tripura faced numerous challenges, including limited
access to inclusive educational settings, inadequate support systems, and a lack of awareness among stakeholders. The study finds that the
implementation of the Saksham project adopted a development-oriented approach, which effectively addressed these issues.
Post-implementation assessment indicates a marked improvement in the educational readiness and participation of CwSNs. The STP helped
create a more inclusive and supportive environment tailored to the diverse needs of these children, enabling them to develop skills and
confidence according to their individual abilities. This research highlights the project's role as a model for future interventions aimed at
strengthening inclusive education across different dimensions.
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Introduction =  Fosters appreciation of diversity within schools and

Inclusive education refers to a system that welcomes all
children into a shared learning environment. According to
UNICEF, inclusive education entails children learning
together in the same classrooms, in the same schools, with
equitable opportunities for meaningful learning. This
includes groups traditionally excluded from mainstream
education.

The National Curriculum Framework (2023) highlights that
inclusive education accommodates children with diverse
needs-whether differently-abled, gifted, street-connected,
working children, or children from remote and nomadic
communities. Inclusive education is thus a dynamic process
that addresses all dimensions of child development:
emotional, intellectual, creative, physical, and social.

Benefits of Inclusive Education
= Enables differently-abled children to learn alongside
their peers, reducing stigma and promoting equality.
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communities, encouraging acceptance and belonging.

= Engages parents in their child’s educational
development and school activities, strengthening
school-community collaboration.

Saksham Tripura Project

The Saksham Tripura Project-a comprehensive initiative for
the development of Children with Special Needs (CWSN)-
was launched on 21 July 2021 by the Department of School
Education, Tripura. The project aims to enhance the quality
and accessibility of education for CWSN. ICFAI University
Tripura serves as the lead partner institution.

In its first year, the project deployed

= 70 Special Educators (SEs) across 100 schools
= 4 Mentors

= 1 Project Coordinator
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Objectives of the Project

=  Promote inclusive practices in mainstream schools.
=  Build the capacity of educators and administrators.
=  Strengthen community engagement and awareness.

Roles and Responsibilities of Special Educators

= Work with dropout students and facilitate re-enrolment.

= Provide individualized and group support through
resource rooms.

=  Conduct awareness programmes for stakeholders.

= Integrate performing arts in learning.

= Implement the ADIP Scheme (Assistance to Disabled
Persons for Purchase/Fitting of Aids/Appliances).

= Establish support systems for effective inclusive
education.

Literature Review

The global movement towards inclusive education has been

shaped by several international and national milestones:

1. Inclusive Education in India (2007): Highlights the
need to educate children with disabilities alongside
their peers within the same institutions.

2. United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (2006): Ensures the full and equal
enjoyment of human rights by persons with disabilities.

3. The Salamanca Statement and Framework for
Action (1994): A landmark declaration promoting
policy reforms for inclusive education globally.

4. Saksham Tripura Initiative (Tripura Tribune, 2021)
Bl: Launched to ensure holistic development of CWSN
in Tripura, with ICFAI University as a key partner.

5. AICTE Saksham Scholarship Scheme (2018-19):
Financial support for differently-abled students in
technical education.
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6. Government of India, Project Saksham (2017): A
technology-driven project strengthening IT systems for
GST implementation (distinct from Saksham Tripura).

7. Role of Teacher Educators in Inclusive Education
(IJSRD, 2020): Underlines the importance of teacher
preparation in fostering inclusive classrooms.

Materils and Methods

Objectives of the Study

= To examine the impact of the Saksham Tripura Project
on inclusive education, with a focus on special
educators.

= To analyse the project’s effectiveness in enhancing
readiness and participation among CWSN.

Research Design
=  Method: Survey-based
= Tool: Rating scale comprising 30 items

Sample

= Population: 100 Special Educators under the Saksham
Tripura Project

= ICFAI University Tripura: 70 Special Educators
deployed

= Respondents: 30 Special Educators under ICFAI
University Tripura

Inclusion Criteria: B.Ed. (Special Education) qualified
teachers willing to participate.

Exclusion Criteria: General and undergraduate teachers.

Results
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Fig 1: Findings from the survey indicate a generally positive perception of inclusive education among special educators.

Selected highlights include

= Educational preparedness: 98% agreed/strongly
agreed that their background prepared them to teach
CWSN.

=  Segregation vs inclusion: 100% disagreed/strongly
disagreed that CWSN should only be placed in special
classes.

= Collaboration: 84% strongly agreed they provide
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suggestions to regular teachers about CWSN.

=  Curriculum adaptation: 100% agreed/strongly agreed
they adapt curriculum for CWSN.

= Resource constraints: 95% reported inadequacies in
teaching-learning materials.

= Capacity building: 94% agreed/strongly agreed they
require additional training outside their specialization.

= Assistive technology: 94% reported training CWSN to
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use assistive technology.
= Social participation: 95% strongly agreed/agreed that
CWSN should participate in school events.

Overall, the responses suggest strong endorsement of
inclusive practices, though resource availability and training
gaps remain critical challenges.

Discussion

Education is a fundamental right, particularly for children
with special needs. The principle of “Education for All” has
gained momentum in India, with inclusive education
seeking to dismantle discriminatory barriers and ensure
equitable access.

The Saksham Tripura Project demonstrates significant

progress in this direction through

= Deployment of trained special educators.

=  Emphasis on collaboration between regular and special
educators.

= Curriculum adaptation and the promotion of assistive
technology.

= Parental and community engagement.

However, challenges persist, including limited resources,
training needs beyond specialization areas, stigma, and
attitudinal barriers among some stakeholders.

Challenges Encountered

= Attitudinal resistance among some educators.
= Limited awareness of the project.

= Prevailing stigma and lack of sensitivity.

= Difficulty in obtaining responses for surveys.
=  Barriers in interpreting questionnaires.

Conclusion

The Saksham Tripura Project has emerged as a
transformative initiative in advancing inclusive education in
Tripura. Through specialized educator deployment,
individualized education planning, infrastructure support,
and awareness campaigns, the project has successfully
aligned itself with the goals of NEP 2020 and Samagra
Shiksha.

Nonetheless, sustained efforts in evaluation, capacity-
building, and community participation are crucial for
ensuring long-term success and scalability.

Recommendations

=  Strengthen continuous professional development for
special educators.

= Increase community and parental involvement through
workshops and awareness drives.

= Enhance coordination across departments for better
implementation.

= Expand the reach of the project to more schools across
Tripura.

*  Conduct regular training for general educators to foster
collaborative teaching practices.

= Promote use of assistive technologies and inclusive
teaching-learning materials.

https://multiresearchjournal.theviews.in

https:/multiresearchjournal.theviews.in

References

1. Department of Health (UK). Valuing people: a new
strategy for learning disability for the 21st century.
London: The Stationery Office; c2001 [Internet].
Available from: http://www.archive.official-
documents.co.uk/document/cm50/5086/5086.pdf

2. Ditchman N, Werner S, Kosyluk K, Jones N, Elg B,
Corrigan PW. Stigma and intellectual disability:
potential application of mental illness research.
Rehabilitation ~ Psychology.  2013;58(2):206-216.
doi:10.1037/a0032466.

3. Hardman ML, Drew CJ, Egan MW. Human
exceptionality: school, community, and family. 9th ed.
Boston: Allyn & Bacon; c2008.

4., Horvat M. Physical activity of children with and
without mental retardation in inclusive recess settings.
Education and Training in Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities. 2000;35(2):160—-167.

5. Parliament of Fiji. Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Bill No. 12. Suva: Parliament of Fiji; c2016 [Internet].
Available from:
http://www.parliament.gov.fj/getattachment/Parliament
-Business/Bills/2016-Bills/Bill-No-12-Rights-of-
Persons-with-Disabilities.pdf

6. UNI India. Tripura to implement Saksham Tripura
Project in 400 schools. 2020 Nov 25 [Internet].
Available from:
http://www.uniindia.com/news/east/tripura-to-
implement-saksham-tripura-project-in-400-
schools/2225501.html

7. Emerald Publishing. Inclusion case study. IIM
Ahmedabad Case Collection. 2020.
doi:10.1108/CASE.IIMA.2020.000166.

8. Tripura Tribune. Saksham Tripura: an initiative to
support children with special needs launched. 2021 Jul
30 [Internet]. Available from:
https://tripuratribune.in/BDN/saksham-tripura-an-
initiative-to-support-children-with-special-needs-
launched-67.html

9. Department of  School Education, Tripura.
Achievements [Internet]. Available from:
https://schooleducation.tripura.gov.in/achievement

10. Banerjee S. Parental involvement and adaptation of
performing arts in children with special needs. In:
Conference paper [Internet]. Available from:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12041ribXiZ1rNO6AET
WhEJbOt9vPuhPx/view

11. Banerjee S. A qualitative approach to understand the
beneficial impact of recreational activities on
differently abled in inclusion. ISBN: 978-83-660-32-2.

12. Banerjee S. A relation between special and inclusive
school children on accomplishment of sociable skills of
children with intellectual disabilities. ISBN: 978-81-
929219-5-2 [Internet]. Available from:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e8-
ey3o0qlTBSzHDyhpQuZ5ZMSoWGzGRO/view

13. Banerjee S. Parental expectation and fulfilment through
contemporary inclusive education school. ISBN: 978-
93-5300-547-4 [Internet]. Available from:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gmtiyk VD4SynO9Q80
WaTvDAPIHuih Yx/view

149


https://multiresearchjournal.theviews.in/
https://multiresearchjournal.theviews.in/

International Journal of Advance Research in Multidisciplinary

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Banerjee S. Understanding inclusion of persons with
disabilities in poverty alleviation programme. In:
Conference Proceedings. Voice of World & Jadavpur
University; ISBN: 978-81-931784-9-2  [Internet].
Available from:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18pqwuK3idn507GXLk
7THP6JZmRvI1yN Z/view

Banerjee S. Cope-up strategies for children with special
needs in an inclusive setup. Kolkata: Netaji Subhas
Open University & RCI; ISBN: 978-93-82112-69-3
[Internet].

Banerjee S. Factors of unwanted behavior and
remedies. ISBN: 978-93-87879-73-7.

Banerjee S. Factors of unwanted behavior and
remedies. Journal of Advances and Scholarly
Researches in Allied Education. 2019;16(6):3081—
3084. ISSN: 2230-7540.

Banerjee S. Difficulties in English. Journal of
Interdisciplinary Cycle Research. 2021;13(4):171-208.
ISSN: 0022-1945.

Banerjee S. [Article]. Ilkogretim Online — Elementary
Education Online. 2021;20(6):3754-3759.
doi:10.17051/ilkonline.2021.06.356.

Banerjee S. [Article]. International Journal of Early
Childhood Special Education. 2022;14(8).
doi:10.48047/intjecse/V1418.330.

Banerjee S. [Article]. IUT Journal of Advance Research
and Development. 2018;3(2). ISSN: 2455-7846.
Chatterjee S, Banerjee S. From awareness to action.
2025 Jun 18.

Banerjee S. Healthcare at the margins: systematic
insights into barriers faced by differently-abled women
in Tripura. Oeconomia Copernicana. 2025;16(1). p-
ISSN: 2083-1277, e-ISSN: 2353-1827. Available from:
https://oeconomiacopernicana.com/index.php/OECO/ar
ticle/view/154

Creative Commons (CC) License

https:/multiresearchjournal.theviews.in

This article is an open access article distributed under
the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY 4.0) license. This license permits
unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are
credited.

https://multiresearchjournal.theviews.in

150


https://multiresearchjournal.theviews.in/
https://multiresearchjournal.theviews.in/

